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Do public pensions matter to marriage? Evidence from

China

B £ hRUEKXZFE
XFT PRUEXF
HBRHE FRMEXEF

WAHHE: This study shows empirically how public pension program influ-
ence the marriage status of the middle-aged and elderly. Based on the China Health
and Retirement Longitudinal Study, we employ the Propensity Score Matching-
Difference in Differences (DID) method to estimate the impact of public pension
enrollment on marriage. Our empirical evidence indicates that public pension enroll-
ment has a significant positive effect on marriage status, and public pension program
has a positive effect on marriage at intensive margin. Moreover, the heterogeneity of
the effect exists since public pension program has a more significant effect on female
and lower-income residents. The evidence also suggests that public pension program
produces a positive effect on marriage through improving people's life satisfaction
and reducing the probability of living with children. Besides, the relative public pen-
sion enrollment of husband and wife matters to marriage since the impact of public
pension enrollment on marriage becomes negative when the wife participates in
public pension program while the husband does not. This study reveals the im-
portance of the public pension program for marriage.
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